
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
April 2009 ISSUE 2 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 

I hope you will enjoy this Easter holiday issue of the newsletter.  The extent of the activities and 
achievements is a huge credit to the school community of students, staff and parents. 
 

It is a pleasure to record a very special vote of thanks to Mrs Jennifer Anglin, Fair Convener, who 
worked so hard to ensure a fantastic result and a really fun day. 
 

As you will read, there is a new President of the Parentsô Association following the AGM as the 
constitution requires a President to retire if her/his child is in the final year of school.  We also wish to 
thank Mrs Kate McMahon for her valued contributions both as President of the Parentsô Association 
and long-serving Committee member. 
 

Visit by the Chinese Ambassador 
 

Columba College has been the fortunate recipient of over 200 donated books and DVDs from Hanban, 
China.  A special corner has been set up in the school library for the Chinese collection and on 
Tuesday, 7th April an opening ceremony for the collection was held.  It was attended by all the girls 
currently learning Chinese, students who come from Chinese-speaking countries and invited guests. 
 
Ambassador Zhang of the Peopleôs Republic of China flew especially to Dunedin for the ceremony 
and was accompanied by Mr Liu Jiang, First Secretary for Education, and Dr Hannah Han, National 
Chinese Adviser.  We were honoured by their presence and appreciated their encouragement and 
support of our introduction of Chinese into the curriculum. 
 
Gabrielle Mogil in Year 11 spoke in Chinese on behalf of the students, and we were all impressed by 
her delivery and intonation. 

 
Ambassador Zhang and Gabrielle Mogil 



 

 

 

The 2009 Columba Fair-a "FUN-tab-lous" event! 
 

It was definitely a fun, fantastic and fabulous Fair! We were blessed with another GORGEOUS day, filled 
with laughter and friends. This year, the "Columba Family" set up and ran fifty-three stalls, games, events, 
contests, raffles and activities. The tables were laden with donations of clothing, household items, toys, 
sweets and baking. The upper school girls and their teachers arranged marvellous games that brought 
beaming smiles to lots of faces. It was great to see so many of the classes really getting into the "Best 
Decorated Stall" contest and all the fantastic student entries in the cake competition. The judges in both 
contests truly had a hard time-so many wonderful choices! And WOW! The generosity of the families and 
businesses donating items and money to the Fair was simply overwhelming and GREATLY appreciated. We 
had our biggest Dutch Auction ever-three tents were needed to contain it all! 
 
From the Prefects greeting and welcoming our guests to the blast of "Rule Britannia" as the "Queen" 
graced us with her presence to open our Fair to the eager crowds waiting almost patiently outside for 
Constance Hall, the Books and Pre-loved Clothing stalls to open and filling the tents on the lawn to the 
Easter Bunny handing an egg to a delighted child to the satisfied diners at the various yummy food stalls 
to the eager entrants in the various contests to the fantastic items available at the Dutch Auction to the 
happy winners at the Tombola to the peals of laughter from the Midway - celebration and fun were in the 
air. A good time was definitely being had! 
 
Many thanks to all who worked so tirelessly before, during and after the Fair. Weeks of preparation by 
countless people go into making sure the logistics are ironed out; tables and tents borrowed (and 
returned!); equipment is ordered; menus are determined and foods are arranged; items found, sorted 
and priced; volunteers lined up and everything is ready to go on time. The conveners are to be  
commended for their excellent work (see the list over the page so you can tell them "Great job!").  
 
Every stall was humming with a buzz of excitement. And ALL of you wonderful people who volunteered to 
put those plans into action before and during the Fair as well those who volunteered to help shut it all 
down and return everything - you are VERY much appreciated. It takes many hands, heads and hearts to 
make an event of this scale happen and happen extremely well. It is also so gratifying to see the friends 
made at previous Fairs reuniting for a good cause. I especially loved seeing our children's names and Year 
levels on our name-tags and hearing many "Oh! You are so and so's Mum/Dad!" As a school that draws its 
students from near and far, it is events like this that knit us together as a community. 
 
Many thanks to all the families who donated, made things and baked or cooked- the variety of items we 
had for sale was astounding. Many thanks to all the businesses who donated prizes for the raffles, Dutch 
Auction and foods for the Columba Café . It was an impressive (and delicious) array of goods that were 
enjoyed on the day and the generosity of many will be long remembered. 
 
Through the efforts of the entire Columba community - parents, teachers, students and staff - I am 
pleased to report that the 2009 Fair raised $48,000. These proceeds will be used to purchase 
ICT/computer equipment for Years 1 to 8, a new outdoor fitness structure for the senior campus and 
resources for our new Visual Arts rooms in Sargood House. We can all give ourselves a much deserved pat 
on the back for a job VERY well done! 
 
It was a terrific day and plans are already in the works for 2010. 
See you at next year's Fair! 
 
Best 
 
Jennifer Anglin Mandy Metzger 
2009 Fair Convener 2009 Fair Logistics 
 



 

 

 



 

 

2009 Stall Conveners 

Art - Adrian Cartwright and Visual Art s classes 

Barbecue - Board s of Trustees a nd  Governors  

Barista - Mike Darling  

Books - Gillian McFarlane  
Bouncie Castles -  Louise Bell  

Café - Lorinda Barson -McL ean  

Cakes - Jackie Reith  
Clothing & Accessories - Janine Joyce      
Dutch Auction - Marty and Marian Hughes  

Easter Booth - Monique McConno n  

Elegant Junk - Valerie Parkinson and   
  Belinda van der Zande  
Garden and Gifts (Old Girls) - Jennie Hughes  

Gourmet Foods/Produce - Martha Bell  
International Foods - Antoinette Gagarin  

Magician Shows - Sonja Dillon  

Meat - Stuart Pegg and Des Neill  
Mistress of Ceremonies - Kerrie Waterworth  

Pikelets - Mandy Wennekes  
Pony Rides - Anthony Connors  
Pre-loved Labelled Clothing (Old Girls) ï  
  Jennie Hughes  
Raffles on the Day - Angela Ireland   

Sweets - Mari Crampton   

Tombola - Leanne Kennedy  
Toys - Murray Ross  
Transportation - Alistair Noone  

Treasury - Margaret Caldwell  

Triage - Dave and  Kyla Jasper se 

Weird Science - Will Anglin  
 

A big ñthank youò also to all the Form teachers, their classes and the teaching staff for the wonderful 
games, foods and "Staff Stall". 
 
WINNERS OF THE SCHOOL RAFFLE 

First Prize $1,500 travel voucher from Brooker United Travel - Heather Nicholls  

Second Prize Family Portrait Sitting from Kelk Photography - Coll een O'Callaghan  

Third Prizes Complete Car Grooming from Cooke Howlison - Marie Neylon  

 $200 voucher to Fleur's Place in Moeraki - Russell McNeill  
Other Prizes $150 Pak 'N Save voucher - Marilyn Cottle  

 10 Movie tickets from Rialto Cinemas - R. Heyden  

 $100 Delicacy Restaurant Voucher - Carol Carruthers  

 10 "2 for 1" movie tickets from Rialto Cinemas - Cheryl Kalolo  

 $50 voucher towards a treatment at Erban Spa - Les Beck  

 
WINNERS OF THE CAKE CONTEST 
We had another terrific response to the 2009 Cake Competition with a total of 32 entries - 15 from the 
Years 7 and 8 girls and 17 from across the Junior and Senior campuses, as well as from parents and 
friends. The standard was very high and our judge, Jim Byars from The Highgate Bridge shop, was 
particularly impressed with the effort and skill that was evident! 
 

Years 7 and 8 
Overall Winner Kay Martin, "Bird's Nest" 
Most Creative Idea Priyal Patel and Aïcha Wijland, "Sleepy Ted" 
Best Piping Sohanya Jones, "Flower Power Delight" 
Great Creative Idea Olivia Perry, "Butterfly Surprise" 
Great Creative Idea Eleanor O'Neill, "Waka Cake" 
The two "People's Choice" winners were Ashleigh Neill with "Flower Power" and Holly Hanson's 
"Hedgehog". 
 

Open Category - Any pupil, parent or friend of Columba 
Overall Winner Adele Cotton, "Gingerbread House" 
Most Creative  Genevieve Walker, "Falling for Humpty" 
Best Piping Catherine O'Donnell-Jackways, "Daisy Cake" 
Great Creative Idea Stephanie Jasperse, "The Marble Easter" 
Great Creative Idea  Kaitlin Chamberlain, "Sushi for Two" 
The two "People's Choice" winners were Sophie O'Driscoll with "Swimming Sports Day" and Caroline 
Strack with "Schnitzel House". 
 

Thank you to all the entrants and to our judge, Jim Byars. 
 

Jackie Reith, Cake Convener 
 
WINNERS OF THE EASTER BASKET RAFFLES 
Easter Basket  Bill Landrebe  

Teens Basket  Sue Thompson  

Gourmet Basket  Trixie Scott  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

WINNER OF "GUESS THE NUMBER OF CHOCOLATE EASTER EGGS" at the Easter Stall  
Rachel Mortimer won the container of chocolate Easter eggs with the closest guess. There were a 
total of 353 little eggs in the jar. 
 

WINNERS OF THE "BEST DECORATED STALL" created by the Form Classes 
Seven judges (three PTA, two Junior School and two others) rated the stalls on a 5 point scale for 
presentation, creativity, class participation and effort. 
 

There were TWO (!) "Best Decorated Winners" 
"Win a Goldfish"/ "Ball Toss" - Ms Riethmaier's Year 9 class 
"Photography with the Queen" - Mrs van Aart's Year 7 class 
 

And THREE "Runners-Up": 
"Ping Pong Straw King" - Miss Tustin's Year 7 class 
"Magnetic Fish" - Mrs Walker's Year 8 class 
"Body Art" - Mrs Noble's Year 9 class 
 

Congratulations! And thank you to ALL the participants. 
 

We would like to thank the following businesses for their support of Columba College and ask you to help 

support them with your business.  
 

101 St. Clair Beauty  

Ace Alterations  

Akarua Wines  

Alert Monit oring  

Alison Shanks 

Amalgamated Foods 

Aspen Global Markets  

Best Removals 

Bivouac Outdoor  

Black Quail Wines  

Bramwell Scaffolding  

Brocklebank Dry Cleaners  

Brooker United Travel  

Brumby's  

Cadbury's  

Cambr ian Station Homestay  

Canterbury of New Zealand  

Cooke Howlison 

Cool Trans 

Coronet Peak 

Corporate Direct  

Corstorphine House  

Cottonsoft  

Darlings Packhouse 

Delicacy  

Dernier Cri  

Design and Garden Landscapers 

Domino's Pizza 

EB Games 

Edinburgh Realty  

Erban Spa 

Etrusco Restaurant  

Felicia Fernando  

Gibbston Valley Wines  

Gourmet Ice Cream Company 

Great Taste Restaurant  

Hair Care Market  

Highgate Bridge  

Highlanders Franchise  

Hunter Lounge Suites  

India Garden Restaurant  

Jacks Point Golf  

Je Beauty Salon  

Jitsu R estaurant  

John Robinson Jeweller  

Jon's Meat Supplies  

Kaan's 

Kawarau Jets  

Kelk Photography  Ltd.  

Kitchen Things  

Knox & Anderson  

Lainie Scott Hair and Make -up 

Lavender Cottage  

Lazer Electrical  

Les Mills  

Life Pharmacy  

Meenan Wine and Spirits Ltd.  

Mercure Hotel Queenstown  

Meridian Mall Pharmacy  

Mitre 10  

Monarch Cruises  

Monarch Wildlife Cruises  

Mondillo Wines  

Mrs. Isabel Robertson  

Mt . Difficulty Wines  

Munslow Fine Wines 

No 6 The Lane  

Nomad Safari Queenstown  

Olivier Home  

Oritain Holdings Ltd . 

Otago Business Equipment 

Otago Golf  

Otago Museum 

Otago Sports Depot  

Paasha Turkish Restaurant  

PAK 'N SAVE  

Paperplus 

Paperworx  

Park N' Sell  

Perfect Poultry  

Pier 19 Restaurant Queenstown  

Plato Restaurant  

Poultry Otago  

Rhubarb Restaurant  

Rialto Cinemas 

Roslyn Medical Centre  

Rowing New Zealand 

Service Foods  

Sharpies Golf Barn  

Shona McRae Dental H ygienist  

Silver Peaks Lodge 

South Cool Heat Pumps and 

Electric  

Stevenson & Williams  Ltd.  

Sub Zero  

Tan Yough 

Temple Art Gallery  

The Rain Forest Malaysian 

Cuisine 

The Todd Group  

Toyworld  

Tuapeka Gold 

Unichem Chemist, Centre City  

University Book  Shop 

Wallace and Gibbs 

Warehouse Stationery  

Waughõs 

Whitcoulls  Ltd.  

Wing-On 

Yaks N Yeti's  

 

If we have mis sed anyone, please contact the S chool so we can be sure to thank them in our next newsletter. For 

more information about many of these businesses, please se e their  links on the school web site 

(www.columbacollege.school.nz) on the "Columba Fair" page.  

http://www.columbacollege.school.nz/


 

 

Staff News 
 
Three internal staff appointments were finalised at the end of term.  We have received three more 
Management Units from the Ministry of Education for 2009, and following consultation with staff three 
priority areas were decided upon and staff were invited to apply for them. 
 
Deputy Dean of the Junior School Miss Vivienne Eason 
 

Development of Thinking Skills Years 1 to 8 
(to assist the Specialist Teacher, Ms Julie 
Armstrong-Homan, who is working on 
Thinking Skills school-wide) Ms Cheryl Pearson 
 

Management of Student Assessment Data 
Years 6 to 10 Mrs Susan Chrisp 
 

Otago Shakespeare Festival 
 
This year Columba Collegeôs 15 minute entry in the Otago Shakespeare Festival for secondary 
schools was directed by a student, Aislinn Furlong of Year 12, who composed music for voice, flute 
and guitar and choreographed dance and stage movement.  All the girls involved showed amazing 
dedication, rehearsing two or three times a week for over six weeks. 
 
Aislinn chose an extract from ñLoveôs Labourôs Lostò and demonstrated exceptional skills as a director.  
Columbaôs entry was a delight to watch with clever use of the stage, fluid movement and freshness 
being hallmarks of Aislinnôs direction. 
 
The entry received three awards: 
 

 ñBest Use of Music and Songò (co-recipient with South Otago High School) 
 ñBest 15 Minute Student Comedyò  
 ñBest Staging and Choreographyò 
 
Along with Aislinn who acted in the play herself as well as composing the music and song (she is a 
director to be watched - as the adjudicator, Hilary Norris, commented ñvery promisingò), fourteen girls 
had rôles and together they delivered a charming and fresh performance: 
 
Samantha Allen, Megan Asher, Ava Atkinson- Barclay, Sophie Bang, Ashleigh Brenssell, Abigail 
Burgess, Rebecca Duff,  Elizabeth Fraser, Gemma Laws, Yin Lin, Amanda Navaratne, Alexandra 
Shiels, Lydie Schmidt and Samantha Steel. 
 


